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H ayehaio eivar n pokpoPidotepn mapddoon oty 1otopio g te)voAoyiag, pe ddpkew 1,5
EKOTOW. YPOVIQ, YEOYPAPIKY eEAmMAmon oty Aepikn, ™v Acia kot v Evpomn, xo
ONUoOVPYOLS TOAAG KOl OPOPETIKE €idN NG owoyévelng twv HOomo. And v ayeioio
«epyareoOnkn» ta Meydro Kontikd Epyoieio vampémoay omoTEAEGUATIKA SLOUPOPETIKES
avaykeg Ko Agttovpyieg kol dviegov oto ypoévo. Eviote and avtd ta epyoretokd chHvora
Kamow avtikeipeva eaivetar va Eepedyovv omd avtd mov Bewpeitan £vo GTEVO  YPNOTIKO
TAIG10 Kol TPOKAAOVV ONTIKY eVIVTT®ON. O YIyavTIGHAS, 1| TAAGI®MOT 0TMV, KOIAOTHTMOV 1
KATOW0G £YYEVOVG ATEAEWOG OTNV TPMTN VAT, 1 akpoiot GUUUETPia, 1 1 OTOALTN EKAEMTLUVO
VANPETOVV TNV eVTVTT®OOT avTr. [otl opwg o/m AMbo&odog g mpdung [HoaiaoABwkng va v
emd1éet; Ti BEAEL Vo AmOTLIMGEL GTO OVTIKEILEVO TTOV dNUIoLPYEl; Ze avTd Ta EoPETIKA
napadetypata avrikatontpilovior ochvOeTEC SLOVONTIKEG JlEPYACIEG TOV GUVILOVTOL UE TNV
avAadLoN TNG OQOPETIKNG Kot GLUBOAIKNG okéyng Kot mhovotato UE TNV OovAyKn Yyl
KOWOVIKY ddkpton péca omd v mpoPoin tng atopikng vroctacns. Koovumapn 1 & Boo.
Yooplag, 106 74, Adnva
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From the First Tools to Symbolic Thought
and Social Distinction

Professor Nena Galanidou, University of Crete

Abstract

=

The Acheulean, the longest-lived tool tradition in the history of technology, was produced
by several different species of the genus Homo. Its geographical spread ranged from Africa
to Asia and Europe, lasting for almost 1.5 million years. The iconic Large Cutting Tools of the
Acheulean “toolkit” served various needs efficiently, and mark the emergence of form in the
history of sculpture. Sometimes, certain specimens from these tool assemblages prompt a
lasting visual impression and appear to have gone beyond what may be considered a narrow
functional purpose. Gigantism, framing of holes, fossils or some kind of flaw embedded in
the rock, absolute symmetry or extreme refinement enhance this visual effect. These
exceptional artefacts reflect complex cognitive processes associated with the emergence of
abstract thought and possibly with the need for social distinction. This seminar presents the
archaeological discussion addressing why a Palaeolithic individual would have wanted to
cause lasting impressions through Acheulean tools, and the social context within which such
impressions would have been placed.

Lectures are open to the public, free of charge. To attend the seminar pre-book your seat
here: Pre-booking

Location

Amphitheater Benaki Museum of Greek Culture A
1 Koumbari St. & Vas. Sofias Ave., 106 74 Athens g@g%% Ynoupyeio Mokmopod

Coordination

Professor Nena Galanidou, University of Crete

Dr. Andreas Darlas, Ephorate of Palaeoanthropology and Speleology, Ministry of Culture
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